
5th Form transition 

Russia 

1. Week 1 - What was Russia like in C19th?  
The A Level course starts in 1855 with the accession of Alexander II 
 

Task one - read the definitions below and look at the pictures. Remember to jot down some points when 
you are asked to. You could add them to this document and then print it out with your additions on. 

Key terms  

Political – this is about how a country is governed so which individual, or group, or body decides what 
happens in that country. Often the ruler is a king or a parliament and we refer to them as ‘holding power’. 
It includes thinking about how they exercise their power and whether there is anything that limits their 
ability to control their country and its people. 

Economic – this is about the prosperity of a country and includes how the country makes its wealth. It 
involves thinking about the condition of industry and agriculture, and the country’s infrastructure, and the 
extent of prosperity and poverty amongst the people. It also considers how advanced or backward a 
country is compared to other countries. 

Social/society – this relates to people and classes, how much freedom they have, levels of education, living 
conditions, whether people live in rural or urban areas, what influences their thinking, such as the church, 
and ideas of equality such as the position of ethnic minorities and women in terms of the rights that they 
have. 

This is an image of Russia in C19th. What does it suggest about the economy and society? 

Just jot a few ideas down. 

 

 

Now have a look at this and do the same as before. 

 



 

What can you learn about Russian society and politics from the two images below?  

Just jot a few ideas down 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.rbth.com/literature/2014/12/25/dining_with_nobility_in_the_heyday_of_the_russian_empire_42069.html&psig=AOvVaw2az1Tiqs_e399s0Uf9sLN7&ust=1587035271665000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCY5Ouy6ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-3bGm9RAtafo/WDPJeRWiXtI/AAAAAAAAADI/sk_t4HSb6HUwiLAO58c_iPz7oQNLqTu-wCK4B/s1600/slide_13.jpg


Task two - Read and note p2- 8 using the note making headings on p2. These pages are 
included with this work. 

Now come up with the following - it’s fine to do it as a list. 

• Five problems that the Tsar faced in ruling Russia. 
• Five advantages or strengths that the Tsar had in ruling Russia. 

 

Task three  

Find an image for each of the last three Romanov Tsars, that’s Alexander II, Alexander III and Nicholas II. 
Note down the dates of their rule, and add five key facts for each of them.  

 

Task four  

Watch the first 15 minutes of Lucy Worsley, Empire of the Tsars, The Road to revolution. It’s on clickview 
– here’s the link. 

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/series/70738/empire-of-the-tsars-russia-with-lucy-
worsley/videos/70739/the-road-to-revolution 

 

Task five 

Produce a glossary of ten key terms 

Learn everything so far for a quick fact test at the start of next week. 

 

https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/series/70738/empire-of-the-tsars-russia-with-lucy-worsley/videos/70739/the-road-to-revolution
https://online.clickview.co.uk/exchange/series/70738/empire-of-the-tsars-russia-with-lucy-worsley/videos/70739/the-road-to-revolution

